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This monograph presents several empirical studies on the processing of Italian.

The work is based in the psycholinguistic line of research that holds that there are universal
processing strategies. It presents evidence that syntactic parsing strategies apply in a null

subject language with much less rigid word order than English.

The work brings together new developments in psycholinguistics and syntactic theory. It
extends the study of processing empty categories to null subjects and the subjects of
unaccusative and unergative verbs. The study of wh-filler-gap relationships is then examined
in light of recent proposals concerning the ability of elements to enter into chains based on
their referential properties. With this new perspective, a unified theory of the parsing of empty

noun phrases is developed.

The book is recommended reading for psycholinguists, linguists and others interested in the

processing of natural language and in the psychological reality of grammatical theory

De Vincenzi, M. (1996) Test di comprensione delle frasi interrogative
soggetto/oggetto in italiano. Roma, Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche:
Istituto di Psicologia.



De Vincenzi, M. & Lombardo, V. (2000) Cross-linguistic perspectives on
language processing. Kluwer Academic Publisher: Dordrecht, the
Netherlands.

The cross-linguistic aspect of language processing is becoming a central question in
psycholinguistic research: if the goal of psycholinguists is to give a model of the human
sentence processor, and not 'a language' sentence processor, a test of its cross-linguistic
validity is essential. The chapters address truly fundamental issues about the representational
primitives of the parsing system and the motivations for the essential characteristics of the
parser. The volume also discusses important methodological issues in cross-linguistic research,
such as the choices of linguistic material and experimental procedures. It also shows how
cross-linguistic research can be pursued in either a monolingual or multilingual approach. This
volume contains contributions from experimental and theoretical psycholinguists, and
computational researchers. Audience: The book is recommended reading for advanced
undergraduates and graduate students in psycholinguistics, linguistics and computational

linguisitics, as well as practising researchers in the same fields

De Vincenzi, M. (2000) Argomenti di psicolinguistica. CLEUP Editrice,
Padova.

Il rapporto tra le teorie linguistiche e gli studi empirici sulla realta psicologica delle strutture
linguistiche, I'ambiguita nei linguaggi naturali e i problemi che essa crea per l'analizzatore
umano del linguaggio sono analizzati come premesse agli studi empirici su temi centrali

nell'analisi sintattica delle frasi.

De Vincenzi, M. e Di Matteo, R. (2004) Come il cervello comprende il
linguaggio. Bari: Laterza.

La metodologia dei potenziali evento-correlati si sta rivelando un ottimo strumento per
evidenziare i meccanismi di analisi del linguaggio e chiarirne i rapporti con il cervello. In un
testo didatticamente efficace, le applicazioni di questa metodica allo studio delle violazioni
sintattiche e semantiche e una valutazione critica dell'ipotesi della modularita dell'architettura

mentale.
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The architectures and mechanisms underlying language processing form one important part of
the general structure of cognition. This book, written by leading experts in the field, brings
together linguistic, psychological, and computational perspectives on some of the fundamental
issues. Several general introductory chapters offer overviews on important psycholinguistic
research frameworks and highlight both shared assumptions and controversial issues.
Subsequent chapters explore syntactic and lexical mechanisms, the interaction of syntax and

semantics in language understanding, and the implications for cognitive architecture.
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Sempre pitu spesso nei saggi di linguistica si fa riferimento alla rilevanza delle componenti
cognitive, mentre nozioni di linguistica generale, quali sillaba, lemma, morfema, sono parte

dell'armamentario ormai abituale di ampi settori della psicologia del linguaggio. Questo



volume, che raccoglie saggi di linguisti e psicologi del linguaggio sulle varie dimensioni di
analisi delle lingue - ortografia, fonetica, fonologia, morfologia, semantica, lessico e sintassi -

offre un panorama aggiornato dei principali temi di ricerca dei due ambiti disciplinari.
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